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Central Texas WEAT’s January Meeting Presents 

DUWAIN WHITIS, P.E. 
 

MIDLAND’S WASTEWATER SCALPING PLANT 
 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 at 6:00 pm 
Joe C. Thompson Center, University of Texas, Austin 

 
 

This presentation will describe the need for an effective permitting mechanism for reclaimed satellite water 
production facilities in the state of Texas.  Mr. Whitis will be discussing available treatment technologies, 
membrane bio reactors, and project implementation considerations for reclaimed water plants. He will also 
review the rule as proposed by the City of Midland and key issues raised by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Commissioners.   
 
Texas has not been proactive with innovative approaches to the production of reclaimed water, particularly in 
the construction of satellite reclaimed water production plants.  Also called scalping plants, these plants 
withdraw wastewater from trunk sewers and produce reclaimed water, usually returning the biosolids and any 
excess water produced back to the sewer.  The principal advantage of scalping plants is the substantial cost 
savings they offer in cases where existing treatment plants are too far removed from reclaimed water users to 
be economically feasible.  While a number of Texas cities have explored the concept of satellite plants, most 
have been stymied since the TCEQ lacks an effective permitting process for such facilities.   
 
To rectify this problem, the City of Midland petitioned the TCEQ to initiate a rulemaking process to readily 
facilitate the permitting of satellite reclaimed water production facilities.  The TCEQ Commission responded 
by approving the rulemaking process at their meeting in July, 2007.   
 
Duwain Whitis is a Senior Project Manager with HDR Engineering.  He's been with HDR since 1991, and he's 
been practicing engineering here in Austin since graduating from Texas A&M in 1980.  Most of his projects 
over the years have been water and wastewater projects including treatment and conveyance. 
 
 
 

 

 
RSVP by contacting Susan Kelly by Thursday, January 17, 2008 
Call (512) 569-9022 or Email: central@weat.org 

Meeting Cost: Members and Guests $20.00 

   Students  $5.00 
 
Meeting Location:  Joe C. Thompson Center, University of Texas 
   2405 Robert Dedman Drive  

Located on the southwest corner of Dean Keeton and 
Red River. 

 
Central Texas Section             January 2007 

WEAT Meeting Attendees  
Prepay with PayPal 

Pre-pay for each meeting by credit card online at: 

www.weat.org/central 

Click on “Calendar” (on left side), under 
REGULAR MEETINGS, click on “pay in advance 
by credit card” link. OR - go directly to:  

 
www.org/central/paypal.htm 

Meeting Information 
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Are you interested in fostering the next generation of scientist and engineers? Would you 
like to be part of a global effort to improve the water environment? 
 

If so, the Stockholm Junior Water Prize Committee 
 is the place for you! 

 
This dynamic group helps organize the most prestigious youth competition for water-
related research in the United States.  Meetings take place by conference call to allow for 
a broad representation of WEF members, including young professionals.   
 
Join Now!  To learn more about how you can get involved, please contact Stephanie 
Costello at acostello@wef.org or 703-535-5263 

 
 

 
 
Share your photos 
with us. Enter your 
photo for the next 
Central Texas WEAT 
news letter. Whether 
it’s from an exciting 
project or something 
from the central 
Texas community, 
send your entries to: 
SKelly@LNVinc.com 
 
 
 

844 Steam Train Traveling Through Austin 
 
 

January 24-25, 2008 

Pipeline Design Specialty 
Conference and Expo 

Houston, TX 

WEAT 

January 27-30, 2008 

Membrane Technology 
Conference 

Atlanta, GA 

WEF 

February 24-27, 2008 

Utility Management 
Conference, Tomorrow’s 
Water, Today’s Solutions 

Tampa, FL 

WEF 

March 18, 2008 

Next WEAT Meeting 

Austin, TX 

Central TX WEAT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texas Water 2008, March 25-28, 2008 in San Antonio, TX 
Registration is now open 

Central Texas Section Officers are listed below. 
 President - Brad Castleberry, 322-5856, 

bcastleberry@lglawfirm.com 
 President-Elect – Heather Harris, 453-2468, 

Heather.Harris@ch2m.com 
 Vice-President – Kelly Payne, 473-3251,  

Kelly.Payne@lcra.org 
 Secretary – Susan Kelly, 569-9022, 

skelly@LNVinc.com 
 Treasurer - Darren Strozewski, 912-5170, 

darren.strozewski@hdrinc.com 
 Section Rep. - Lynne Moss, 346-1100, 

mosslh@cdm.com 
 Past President - Karol Menhard, 974-3373, 
KMenhard@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Meetings and Events – Mark Your Calendar

Inspiring Today’s Students, Improving Tomorrow’s Water 

More News! 



http://www.weat.org/central 

 
 

 

HDR is an employee-owned architectural, engineering and consulting firm with more than 5,800 
professionals in 140 locations worldwide committed to helping clients manage complex projects and 
make sound decisions. As a part of Texas since 1960, over 500 staff in Austin, Corpus Christi, Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio, offer a full range of services. HDR is consistently ranked a top 
architecture and engineering firm by leading industry publications including Engineering News-
Record. While HDR's services have evolved to manage increasingly multiplex projects, one thing that 
hasn't changed is commitment to the values upon which it was founded in 1917. These values include 
respect, integrity, empowerment, innovation, teamwork and responsibility. HDR takes an integrated 
approach to managing water and wastewater systems to ensure a sustainable and affordable water 
supply. HDR’s management and planning services help utilities identify financial needs, maintain 
many operations and plan for future success. Learn more at hdrinc.com. 

EI2 Environmental Improvements, Inc. 

Established in 1966, Environmental Improvements, Inc. is a manufacturer’s representative that 
continues to provide treatment solutions for the water and wastewater market. At EI2 we strive to use 
our past success as a base for our future achievements.  We represent a complete line of 
manufacturers capable of treating water and wastewater both municipal and industrial. We are the 
largest Manufacturer’s Representative in providing treatment equipment and solutions in Texas with 
onsite service centers in Austin, Dallas and Houston. 

Our corporate focus is to meet our customers’ needs by representing quality products that offer 
proven and established technology. In addition, we offer field service and technical support for all of 
our products to keep your process running smoothly. 

We value and appreciate the opportunity to provide solutions to your process needs and we 
understand that professional sales and service, coupled with representing top tier products, is the 
avenue to a loyal customer.  Call us at 1-800-374-7008 or visit us at www.ei2hou.com. 

  

Environmental Treatment Technologies, Inc. (ETT) serves the equipment needs of the water and 
wastewater industry in Texas and Oklahoma. We represent top tier manufacturers of system 
engineered water and wastewater process equipment to ensure that our customers received high 
quality solutions with the support they need. Our mission is to provide the right solution for the job, 
sound engineering support, and excellent service after the sale. Our experience your assurance of 
excellence. 

 

Meeting Sponsors 


