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Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Re: Proposed Bacteria Rulemaking
Dear Ms. Smith:

This letter is submitted on behalf of the Water Environment Association of Texas
("WEAT") to provide comments in advance of proposed rulemaking that would implement
bacteria limits in TPDES permits. WEAT appreciates the TCEQ convening stakeholders to
discuss the proposed rulemaking, and hopes that the following comments will be useful as you
consider developing the final proposal.

When bacteria limits are required in a TPDES permit (e.g., for plants with ultra-violet
disinfection), TCEQ has historically utilized fecal coliform as the indicator for compliance.
Bacteria limits have rarely been employed for plants using chlorine disinfection, instead relying
on chlorine residual and contact time to demonstrate compliance. WEAT believes that
limitations on fecal coliform for uV plants and provisions to monitor chlorine residual have been
sufficient to protect surface water uses and the environment. We understand, however, that EPA
has determined that E. coli (for discharges to freshwater) and enterococci (for discharges to
saltwater) should be used as an indicator of treatment plant performance, and that TCEQ has
entered into an agreement with EPA to implement such a practice. With that understanding, we
offer the following comments for your consideration.

Establishing Permit Limit

Research has shown that there is not always a good correlation between treatment plant
performance and measured fecal coliform and E. coli concentrations. Attached is a technical
piece highlighting concerns regarding the lack of correlation in this regard. Some of the
following comments on establishing permit limits reflect concerns that are highlighted in the
attached paper.













































