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Ms. Sidne Tiemann (MC 150)

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P. O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711

Re:  Comments to Draft Standards and Implementation Procedures

Dear Ms. Tiemann:

The Water Environment Association of Texas (WEAT) appreciates the
opportunity to provide comments and participate in the stakeholder process to revise the
Texas Surface Water Quality Standards (SWQS) and Implementation Procedures (IP).
We appreciate TCEQ’s commitment to developing standards that are appropriate for
Texas. WEAT has reviewed the draft standards and implementation procedures and our
detailed comments are attached hereto. In general, we offer the following comments:

e  WEAT supports the TCEQ’s designation of secondary contact 1 and secondary
contact 2, and associated bacteria limits, for recreational use waters.

e WEAT believes that the proposed standards and criteria for nutrients are a fair
and appropriate response to EPA’s mandate for numerical nutrient criteria. We
believe the science is valid and justifiable. However, we also believe that an
additional meeting to review the details of how some of the screening values were
developed would benefit all prior to final implementation.

e  WEAT supports TCEQ’s efforts to design IP’s that recognize the variability and
sensitivity of lethal and sub-lethal whole effluent toxicity (WET) testing. We
strongly oppose the use of the TSD for reasonable potential (RP) determination,
and we believe that TCEQ’s approach for determining RP is more appropriate.

e We strongly support the TCEQ’s efforts to develop a procedures document for
recreational use attainability analyses (UAA’s).
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We appreciate the opportunity to review these draft standards and implementation
procedures. Given the tight timeline for comments, WEAT reserves the right to
supplement these comments should our Knowledge Committees and/or members raise
any additional issues. In the interim, however, should you have any questions regarding
this letter, or the enclosed materials, please feel free to contact either me or Carol
Batterton at your convenience.
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ENCLOSURE

cc: Ms. Carol Batterton, Executive Director

Ms. Jennifer Benaman, Ph.D., Chair, Watershed Management Committee
Ms. Heather Harris, Chair, Stormwater Management Committee
























