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SAWS & Ameresco Celebrate Grand 
Opening of Biogas Recovery Facility  

SAWS and Ameresco, Inc. (NYSE:AMRC) and local officials joined together on 
October 19, 2010 to host the grand opening of the new biogas recovery facility at 
the Dos Rios Water Recycling Center. The biogas project is the first sustainable 
project of its kind in the nation, capturing biogas generated during the anaerobic 
digestion process, conditioning it, and selling it to the open market by distributing it 
through a commercial natural gas pipeline. 

ñSAWS is constantly improving its operations to become more sustainable, and this 
project is a sound investment for our environment and our community,ò said Robert 
R. Puente, SAWS President/CEO.  ñBy reusing biogas instead of burning it off, we 

are helping protect the city's air quality and 
developing a renewable energy resource.ò 

Previously, SAWS burned off the methane gas 
byproduct of anaerobic digestion using flares.  With 
this 20-year partnership, Ameresco will condition 
and transfer the gas to an existing commercial gas 
pipeline in close proximity to the Dos Rios Water 
Recycling Center.  In return, SAWS will receive a 
royalty on the sale of the gas, estimated at 
approximately $200,000 a year based on gas 
production of 900,000 cubic feet per day, reducing 
the cost of SAWS operations and keeping rates 
affordable.  The amount of gas produced per day is 
roughly equivalent to 4.5 times the volume of the 
Goodyear blimp.  SAWS is the first large 
wastewater utility to partner with a private sector 
company to actively sell biogas in the United 
States. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

I am proud to be associated with the TAWWA South Texas Chapter, and equally as proud 
that participation in this chapter is ever increasing.  As water professionals, we already know 
what the general public is beginning to realize that our fresh water supply is a precious 
resource, that it is slowly dwindling, and that we must act now to ensure that there is an 
adequate supply for future needs.  It is in no small part through the efforts of organizations 
such as AWWA and WEF that this realization is growing.  For those efforts, I give many 
heartfelt thanks to all. 
 
We have seen increased attendance and participation throughout the year at virtually all 
local TAWWA/WEAT functions.  There were 65 attendees at the recent YP seminar, and we 
had great turn-outs for the Water for People golf tournament as well as the fall Basura Bash.  
We are also seeing increased attendance at the monthly luncheons, and we had record 
breaking attendance at the 6th Annual Evening Social and Scholarship Dinner.  This is very 
encouraging, and we hope to keep increasing those numbers at next yearôs events. 
    
This past year also marked the loss of a very beloved and respected member of our 
community, Mr. Brad Groves.  Brad was heavily involved in both organizations, spending 
countless hours furthering their causes and left his mark on the water profession as a whole.  
His leadership and participation were greatly missed this year, and he will be missed 
tremendously by all. 
   
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as President of the South Texas Chapter of the 
AWWA this year.   
 
Kind regards, 
 
Kerry Averyt 
President, South Texas Chapter, TAWWA 

 

 

2011 Annual Salinity Summit  
Multi -State Salinity Coalition  

 

Meeting Water Challenges: Old and New The 
Demand from a Thirsty Nation  

 
 

February 17 -18, 2011 
 

Sheraton Gunter Hotel 
San Antonio, Texas 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SEPTEMBER SPEAKERSSPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SEPTEMBER SPEAKERSSPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SEPTEMBER SPEAKERS   
Steve Clouse, SAWS Chief Operating Officer and Senior V.P. Steve Clouse, SAWS Chief Operating Officer and Senior V.P. Steve Clouse, SAWS Chief Operating Officer and Senior V.P.    

and Frank Snyder, SAWS Recycled Water Supervisorand Frank Snyder, SAWS Recycled Water Supervisorand Frank Snyder, SAWS Recycled Water Supervisor   
 

 

Mr. Clouse presented on Downstream Flows in the San Antonio River, highlighting the work that 
has been done by the Environmental Flows Advisory Group pursuant to the requirements of 
House Bill 3 from the 80th Texas Legislature. The presentation reviewed flows in the river over 
time, seasonal variations in flow,  stormwater impacts, current and proposed uses of  wastewater, 
and permitted water rights.  The presentation will explored potential impacts to future wastewater 
use and energy programs.   

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR OCTOBER SPEAKERSPECIAL THANKS TO OUR OCTOBER SPEAKERSPECIAL THANKS TO OUR OCTOBER SPEAKER   
Kevin Crane, Product Manager for Aerobic Digestion, Kevin Crane, Product Manager for Aerobic Digestion, Kevin Crane, Product Manager for Aerobic Digestion, 

EnviroquipEnviroquipEnviroquip 

 

Mr. Crane presented on Membrane Thickening and Digestion: the Greatest Thing Since Sliced 
Bread. Membranes have a well established track record for use in treating the liquid stream at 
wastewater treatment facilities.  There is a growing awareness that membranes offer many 
advantages over traditional technologies in treating the solids stream as well.  Some of the 
advantages that were discussed in this presentation included reduced footprint, operational 
simplicity, lowest project cost, and improved nutrient removal in the upstream liquid process.  

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DECEMBER SPEAKERSPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DECEMBER SPEAKERSPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DECEMBER SPEAKER   
Karl Dreher, EAAKarl Dreher, EAAKarl Dreher, EAA 

 

The 2010 Annual Scholarship Dinner was held in December. It was attended by over 140 guests 
who enjoyed a wonderful meal at the Petroleum Club. Special thanks to our speaker Mr. Karl 
Dreher with Edward Aquifer Authority. Our evening also included recognition of our AWWA and 
WEAT 2010 ï 2011 scholarship awardees, our first Distinguished Award to Mr. Brad Groves and 
Toys for Tots Marines.  
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WATER FOR PEOPLE GOLF WATER FOR PEOPLE GOLF WATER FOR PEOPLE GOLF 

TOURNAMENT ATOURNAMENT ATOURNAMENT A   

CONTINUED SUCCESS!CONTINUED SUCCESS!CONTINUED SUCCESS!   
   

On August 27th, the South Texas Chapter of Water 
for People held its Second Annual Golf Tournament 
dubbed ñSweating for a Causeò.  The tournament 
held at Canyon Springs Golf Course in San Antonio 
drew 125 players and raised over $16,800.   This 
was up from last yearôs total of $14,000. 
 
We would like to thank everyone who made the 
event a huge success, including the following 
platinum sponsors: 
S EI2 
S Texas Aquastore 
S Hanson Pressure Pipe 
S Hartwell Environmental 
S Holloman 
S The Dudley Company/Hierholzer 

Engineering, Inc. 
 

This yearôs winners were: 
S  Longest Drive ï Jeff Jumonville 
S Closest To the Pin ï Brian Phenegar 
S Winning Team ï EI2 
 

Congratulations and hope to see you next year!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.WaterForPeople.org 
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THANK YOU TO OUR TAWWA/ THANK YOU TO OUR TAWWA/ THANK YOU TO OUR TAWWA/ 

WEAT YP SEMINAR WEAT YP SEMINAR WEAT YP SEMINAR 

SPEAKERS!SPEAKERS!SPEAKERS!   
   

The San Antonio River Authority accommodated a 
full house of 65 attendees at the TAWWA / WEAT 
YP Design Fundamentals Seminar on Tuesday, 
November 16th. Our local YP presenters included: 
 
Cale Underberg, P.E. 
HDR, Inc. 
Intro to Trenchless Pipeline  
Installation Technologies 
 
 

David Bennett, P.E. 
Freese & Nichols, Inc. 
Pump Station Design 
 
 

Josh Marazzini, P.E. 
CP&Y, Inc. 
Lift Station Design and  
Efficiency Considerations 
 
 

Alissa Lockett, P.E. 
San Antonio Water System 
Chemical Feed and Disinfection 
 
YPs and the young at heart benefitted from these 
presentations based on experiences and lessons 
learned in designing real water and wastewater 
infrastructure. 
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A $14.2 million general fund operating budget adopted by the Edwards Aquifer Authority Board of 
Directors at its meeting November 10 will require no increase in the user fees for Edwards Aquifer 
permit holders in 2011.  As a result, the Authorityôs aquifer management fee rates for municipal and 
industrial users will remain at $39 an acre-foot. The $2 per acre-foot fee rate for agricultural users is set 
by statute and also will remain unchanged. 
  
Highlights of the budget include continued funding for a program to help address abandoned wells 
across the region, a number of aquifer science research initiatives, continued biologic monitoring of 
Comal and San Marcos springs ecosystems, and water-related data collection across the Authorityôs 
jurisdictional area.  Authority directors also adopted their 2011-2013 strategic plan, which identifies the 
agencyôs strategic initiatives for the next three years. 
  
In other action, the Authority board approved the concept of adding a Stage V to its critical period 
management plan, subject to public comment and further refinement, as an emergency measure for the 
Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (EARIP). The EARIP is a region-wide stakeholder 
group working to identify long-term solutions to protecting and preserving the endangered species 
associated with the aquifer.  Conceptually, Stage V would be implemented only during the most severe 
drought conditions.  
  
In addition, the board approved its 2011 appointments to the steering committee of the 
EARIP.  Directors named General Manager Karl Dreher to represent the Authority on the steering 
committee and also appointed the East Medina Special Utility District to represent a retail water utility 
groundwater permit holder west of Bexar County, and Alamo Cement to represent an industrial permit 
holder.  
  
The board also canvassed and made the results of the November 2 election official.  Carol Patterson 
(District 1), Lauro Bustamante (District 3), Ron Walton (District 9) and Peggy Jones (District 11) were 
each declared winners in their respective elections.  
  
Other meeting highlights included the awarding of two conservation grants ï one to the City of Uvalde in 
the amount of $31,999.09 for the implementation of a toilet replacement program, and another to the 
San Marcos Baptist Academy in the amount of $15,792.90 for the implementation of a toilet and urinal 
replacement project.  Through the Authorityôs grant program, municipal and industrial Edwards permit 
holders may apply for matching grant funding to cover up to half the projected cost of qualified 
conservation programs and practices that result in saved groundwater. 
  
The Edwards Aquifer Authority manages, enhances, and protects the Edwards Aquifer, one of the major 
groundwater systems in Texas serving approximately 1.7 million people.  
 
 

Edwards Aquifer Authority Adopts 2011 Budget, 
Keeps Aquifer User Fee Rates Unchanged  
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ñThe ancient Romans had a tradition: 
whenever one of their engineers 
constructed an arch, as the capstone 
was hoisted into place, the engineer 
assumed accountability for his work in 
the most profound way possible: he 
stood under the arch.ò  
                             - Michael Armstrong 

Answer on page 14 
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