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88th Legislative Session Update
March 13, 2023

88th  Texas Legislative Session:

It’s Always a Water Session in Texas



88th Regular Session of the Texas Legislature: 

Key Dates:

November 8 – Election Day
November 14 – 1st day of prefiling 
January 10 – 1st day of 88th Lege
March 10 – Bill Filing Deadline
May 29 – Sine Die – Final Day 
June 18 – Veto Deadline



•

•

•



Commission Member (6 key) Recommendations for TCEQ:
• Changes to notice content and publication

• Statutory admin penalties up to $40k/day

• Compliance Training and Safety Program in TCEQ’s small business/local 
gov’t assistance program.

Commission Member (3 key) Recommendations for TWDB:
• Performance metrics and goals, project review process improvement plan/prioritization

• Outreach improvements

• SWIFT Advisory Committee renewed for 12 years

• Authorize regional water planning to use drought worse than drought of record as baseline



Interim Charge: State Water Plan

• TWDB should implement feasibility surveys of the projects in the plan in 
order to push strategies that have attainable completion dates.

• The committee recommends investing in new water supply 
development. The goal of investment would be to reach 6 million acre 
feet of new water projects in the works in ten years. 

• Includes desal, produced water, projects that create NEW water 
source.



Interim Charge: Water Infrastructure

• Research and testimony …. support the need for water 
infrastructure funding from the state for small and mid-sized 
communities.

• To support the infrastructure effort, the state should invest in more 
validation studies for water loss audits at the TWDB. Additionally, more 
incentives to complete water loss audits should be applied to encourage 
better data collection. 

• The state should also support the efforts of the TWDB to provide technical 
assistance to rural systems when applying for funding. 



Interim Charge: Monitoring Passed Legislation

• SB 8: The Committee recommends the Legislature continue to fund State 
Flood Planning at the Texas Water Development Board. There should also be 

additional appropriations for the Texas Infrastructure Resiliency Fund given 

that the preliminary plans are already showing a growing need for projects. 

• SB 905 directed TCEQ to develop guidance for DPR projects. The guidance 

document will have entities understand the process for such a project prior to application for a 
permit. This will help the entities in cost and feasibility estimates. 

• SB 601: The Texas Produced Water Consortium at Texas Tech University 
should continue in administration as there is more work to be done. The 

development of pilot projects and adequate testing will continue the quest to find beneficial uses 
for produced water in the state and reduce the reliance on disposal wells. Additionally, the state 
should invest in the pilot project administration and lab testing to ensure all scientific protocols are 
adhered to. 



Interim Charge: Water Supply, Wastewater & Flood Infrastructure 
Review

• Add funding to the Flood Infrastructure Fund

• Update Water Availability Models (WAMs)

• Increase SWIFT funding – target utilities with above average water loss

• Utility rates should cover proactive investments for backup power, repairs, asset management

• Update state water plan to consider projected droughts, not just “drought of record”

Other Interim Charges: Waters of the US & Groundwater Management 
(several issues)



Coronavirus

•

•

•

•
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Senate Water, Agriculture & Rural Affairs
Committee

Senate Committees 
New and Familiar Faces

https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A1045
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A1040
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A1315
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A1265
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A1105
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A1030


House Natural Resources Committee

Position Member

Chair: Rep. Tracy O. King

Vice Chair: Rep. Ed Thompson

Members: Rep. Erin Elizabeth Gamez

Rep Kyle Kacal

Rep Stan Kitzman

Rep. Suleman Lalani

Rep. Will Metcalf

Rep Four Price

Rep. Ana-Maria Ramos

Rep Glenn Rogers

Rep Erin Zwiener

88th Texas Legislative Session:

New and Familiar Faces

https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A3465
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A3735
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A2245
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House Environmental Regulation Committee

88th Texas Legislative Session:

New and Familiar Faces

Position Member

Chair: Rep. Brooks Landgraf

Vice Chair: Rep. R.D. “Bobby” Guerra

Members: Rep. Keith Bell

Rep Jay Dean

Rep Janie Lopez

Rep. John Kuempel

Rep. Penny Morales Shaw

Rep. Thresa “Terry” Meza

Rep Ron Reynolds

https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A3465
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A3735
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MembershipMbr.aspx?LegSess=86R&amp;LegCode=A2245


• Abbott State of the State Address
• Senate Water, Agriculture, and Rural Affairs Interim Report
• Sunset Self-Review and LARs

• TCEQ  
• TWDB - $729M

• The general milieu 
• Jackson Mississippi
• Boil water notices
• Federal Wastewater Consent decrees
• Water quality and supply general anxiety
• Supply chain disruption and rail workers strike
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SB 28/HB 10 (Perry/King) Relating to financial assistance provided and 
programs administered by the Texas Water Development Board

• Focus on rural and mid-size systems with 150K or less service area

• Focus on developing New Water supply sources: 
• Acquisition of water rights from another state
• Development of infrastructure to transport water from another state
• Desalination project, including marine and brackish water desalination
• Produced water treatment plant; and
• Research into new technology that may lead to the development of a significant new water supply 

source

SJR – Is a constitutional amendment to create the Water for Texas Fund

7 million acre-feet of new water supplies 
from sources not previously available in the state by Dec 31, 2033 







• The idea was generated during stakeholder meetings with the TCEQ 

discussing TPDES permit turnaround times 

• Increases transparency and reduces financial burden on utilities

• Increases turnaround time of permit applications 

• Brings TCEQ TPDES notification standards inline with the EPA. 

• Current TCEQ requirements are more expensive and onerous than the federal 

requirements
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