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4. How much biosolids are produced and where do they go? 

I. National Biosolids Data Project, State Summary for Texas. Texas — National Biosolids 
Data Project. 
 

5. How much will it cost rate payers to ban biosolids? 
a. Tipping fees for landfills were determined by biosolids committee members reaching out 

to utilities and landfills to request current fees, most were provided via phone calls or 
emails. Calculations, performed by a Professional Engineer licensed in the State of Texas, 
using biosolids data from the National Biosolids Data Project, were used to calculate 
statewide costs. 

b. A cost model developed by a licensed Professional Engineer was used to estimate the 
increase in cost a ban would cause using data regarding distances between landfills and 
landfill capacity, as well as population growth projections. The calculated data was 
compared to the rate of increase in biosolids disposal costs in Maine, after they banned 
land application of biosolids as a ‘check’, with the understanding that the effects in Texas 
would be greater to the increased size and population of this state compared to Main. 

 
6. A Texas Farmer’s story 

I. Raw data on field costs and production was provided to the biosolids committee from a 
North/Central Texas Farmer and calculations were done by Professional Engineers 
licensed in the State of Texas to determine the difference in profitability. 
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